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Indiana State FOP

1525 S Shelby St

Indianapolis, IN 46203

RE: Officer Jerry Piland's Termination Request

To Whom it May Concern:

I support Officer Jerry Piland and believe it would be a grave mistake to allow the hysteria surrounding this bogus episode of “police brutality” to not only destroy this public servant's reputation but also his career. Piland's spotless disciplinary record, his acts of heroism, and his community service beyond the call of duty are completely at odds with the sadistic villain he's been made out to be by Al Sharpton and other sensationalists in the local, state, and even national media.

Please calmly and carefully review the facts of this case, as I believe you'll agree with me that he followed procedure and acted with an appropriate level of restraint – especially considering the immediate physical danger posed both to him and his colleagues. The danger of officers abusing their public trust is to be taken seriously, and excessive force is never appropriate. “Bad cops” need to be taken off of the streets, but this is a case where a “good cop” got caught up in the media's rush to twist this “racially charged” episode into a circus.

I pray that you'll deliberate not only with the facts in mind, but Jerry's family and reputation in mind, as well. The political controversy and angry calls for revenge will pass in a few weeks. His being terminated in disgrace, especially in this economy, could impact him and his family for years and even decades to come. That would be no way for us to treat a man who has both devoted his life to and risked his life for our community.

Sincerely,

